EE – International PR Seminar of the Pigeon Section
Mallorca, 13–14 September 2025
Minutes:
Saturday, 13.09.2025
Venue: Natura Parc
August Heftberger welcomed 47 participants from 13 nations at 9:00 a.m. Jan Schrötz (D) acted as translator. He thanked the Spanish association, especially Elena Maria, for the excellent organization of the seminar and all speakers. As a token of appreciation, a Europe Medal was presented to the organizing team. In a short greeting, the President of the Spanish Association, Arturo Gonzalez, welcomed the participants.

1. Ivan Fernandez (E) presented on the Spanish pigeon breed “Strawberry Eyes”:
It is a distinctive Spanish breed and is described as a jewel of Spanish pigeon breeding. The coral-red eye rims are the special breed characteristic. There are related connections to the Indian pigeons.
History: Origins lie in Africa at the time of the Moorish occupation in Spain. The first mention in literature was in 1799. The breed then spread throughout Europe, although under a different name. In the mid-20th century, it was close to extinction. It is also related to the Polish Indian pigeon. There is also a larger type called Flamenka. EE standard – 2007.
The calm temperament is an essential characteristic of the breed. Its flying ability is limited, making it an ideal aviary pigeon and primarily a show breed for exhibitions. It is very prolific when breeding, given the appropriate temperament. Up to the age of 3 years, they rear their young well; after that, the number of offspring decreases. Vitality decreases with increasing size of the wattles as the birds age.
Selection for eye rims and wattles should begin very early. Attention should be paid to overly large features in the head area. After 5 years, the volume of the wattles no longer increases, but the structure becomes coarser and the rim color fades with age.
It is a medium-sized pigeon weighing approx. 300–400 g. The length of the rear body is becoming shorter in Europe, and overall breeding is becoming more compact. The decisive feature is the large and broad head, which should be cube-shaped with a strong beak and pearl eyes.
The eye rims are double-layered and red (except in white and pied color varieties, where they are dark). The structure of the rims should be evenly rounded. The beak-forehead angle merges with age. The rims should reach the beak wattles.
The nasal wattles are triangular when viewed from above, ranging from whitish to reddish depending on age. Lower beak wattles are present, with a slight dewlap at the throat. The neck is short and strong.
There are variants with jabot or with a bare red skin fold, which is promoted by sunlight exposure. The breast is broad, pronounced, and rounded. Less emphasis is placed on good back coverage. The tail with its 12 feathers should be well closed.
The legs are short and strong. The claw color matches the plumage color. A feathered (stockinged) variety is also permitted.
Color varieties include black, red, barred, and pied, white-tailed and white-flighted, white-breasted and shielded. In smoky, there are also many color variations. The number of color varieties has unfortunately decreased in recent years.
The main difference from English Indian pigeons is that the latter are significantly larger.

2. Caditano and Marchenero pouters were presented by Jan Schrötz (D).
Origin and history: Andalusia
Caditiano – younger breed (Cadiz)
Marchenero – older breed (Marchena)
Similarities and differences:
Differences in leg length
Cone shape vs. triangular shape
Caditiano:
Upright posture,
Broad front – width should be 2/3 of the length, short pouter,
Narrow tail – lower back covered
Crop structure:
Not towards the neck or upward – but downward and wide, crop division – fold
Head points: elongated and wedge-shaped
Eye color: dark in white birds, all others red-orange
Character: tame but lively
Many color varieties are recognized, including various factors
Marchenero pouter:
Cuboid shape, not rectangular – also when viewed from the front
Horizontal posture with integrated head form
Parallel wing shields, narrow shoulder plumage – open back
Tail angle = 90°, horizontal underline
Short-appearing neck (only in posture), rounded wing shields
Body width important, shoulder width
Crop: hanging crop, due to cuboid shape with raised back plumage
Rump structure – important body part, broad with large feather volume
Fanned tail as breed characteristic
Important – short body
Plumage – loose plumage ideal (within limits), long rump feathers, loose shoulder plumage, hair feathers
Posture: central crop fold, fanned tail, double tail (rump and tail feathers)
Head points: eye color orange-red, white birds dark
Characteristic flight style
Character: affectionate, tame, oriented toward humans
A wide variety of color varieties is recognized

3. Francesco Gulciao (E) – Presentation of Spanish pigeon breeds:
Focus – Granadino pouter:
First records in the 15th century in Catholic Spain, references to pigeon keeping. Mutual catching made regulation necessary. First organization in the 20th century. Breed standards have existed for about 70 years, and exhibitions have been held since then.
Commonalities of different breeds: Rafeno, Jienense, Granadino, Selviano – different distribution. In the past, the character of pigeons was important; today, breed characteristics are the focus.
Differences in head shapes, eye rims, and color. Rafeno with flat crown. Differences also in flight style – flying sport (catching pigeons) is very popular.

4. Ivan Fernandez (E) presented the Chorrera pigeon:
Similar to the Chinese owl pigeon, developed, like many breeds, in the Mediterranean region, where special structural pigeon breeds exist.
Differences from Chinese pigeons mainly concern structure: longer and more pronounced back structure (shoulder whirl), wings with slight structure, slightly longer rear body, slight feathering of legs permitted. Collar closure at the back should not end as a hood or cap but in a V-shape. A narrower tail shape is desired. Trousers and crest as in Chinese pigeons.

5. A discussion of all presented breeds followed.

6. Francisco Gracia (E) discussed the Granadino pouter:
Origin: Granada
Head and crop are main breed characteristics
Hanging crop and flat crown
Drooping tail and back forming one line
Relatively high stance
Figure – triangular shape
Wattles well developed including lower beak wattles
No exaggeration of breed characteristics
Many color varieties
Character – flying/catching sport

7. Ivan Fernandez (E) – Nas de Xot pigeon

8. Description:
A form pigeon with a muscular, strong body, closed rear part, similar to racing pigeons, resemblance to German show pigeons and bagdets.
Elongated head profile without interruption
Tight plumage
Sloping posture (45°)
Heel angulation
Highest point on the head just behind the eye
Beak line runs through the eye
Forehead not too long
Rim fine, single-rowed, even, matching plumage color (white birds have dark eyes)
Strong, well-closed beak with curved line
Wattles – white, heart-shaped
Head wedge-shaped from above
Neck medium strength and length with smooth transition
Breast pronounced and broad
Wing bow should not extend beyond the breast
Tight plumage
12 tail feathers
Legs unfeathered

9. August Heftberger awarded the following participants with the EE badge:
1. Sasho Sarandev – Bulgaria 
2. Istvan Szarvasi – Hungary 
3. Miroslav Sverkic – Croatia 
4. Ivica Pintaric – Croatia 
5. Mihael Pavisic – Croatia 
6. Jan Schrötz – Germany 
7. Gustav Weber – Austria 
8. Wolfgang Siller – Austria 
Afterwards, training certificates were distributed.
The program on Saturday ended with a visit to the “Natura Parc”.

Sunday, 14 September 2025, Hotel Amic Gala
Ivan Fernandez (E) read the report by Lars Drogenbroeck on the Figurita owl pigeon:
History: originating from the Valencia–Catalonia region and the Balearic Islands (Menorca)
Origin: Tunisian owl pigeons
Small pigeon, sloping posture, angular head, smallest pigeon in the EE
Changes to the ideal image:
Back of neck less angular, beak insertion, dewlap, jabot with appropriate length, angular head
Eye should be vertical to the legs
Bright eye color
Jabot fly should be present
Balanced rear body
On tiptoes in posture
Short foreface
Brown color varieties – lighter eye color
Small head – but not short-beaked
Strong beak
Protruding wing bow – not embedded
Neck shape adapted to small body
Ring size 7, feathered 8 mm
Check tail feather number
Rim not too wide

Ivan Fernandez presented various flying pigeon breeds – all belong to the tumbler group.
General aspects:
1. Pinta (pied) Mallorquina: wings carried under the tail, 14–16 tail feathers, flight similar to Catalan tumblers, catching sport practiced, variable color – each breeder has own variation, small head, pearl eyes 
2. Catalan tumblers: differentiation by color, wings resting, 12 tail feathers, hazelnut-shaped head 
3. Vuelo Alicantino: similar to Figurita, wide stance, 3 color types (white, blue, blue-checkered) 
4. Borino: very rare breed, from Mallorca, 14–16 tail feathers, wings under tail, pearl eyes (white birds dark eyes), tail always colored 
5. Escam dadissa: varied flight style in flock – some birds break away but always return, tail structure main feature, at least 15 tail feathers, inverted wings desired, long rear body desired, catching sport declining, fewer breeders 

Round table discussion:
· Arnold Truder: animal welfare issues in German-speaking regions – strong wattle formation in Spanish pouters – what about animal welfare in Spain? 
· Answer: no major problems so far in Spain, but no extreme breeding – in line with EE regulations and intentions; many color varieties introduced but losing typical character 
· German standard has been digitized 

Information on the European Show in Nitra:
Total capacity: 24,000 animals
Pigeons: 5,500
Hungary: 878 pigeons registered
Slovakia: 835
Czech Republic: 793
Germany: 564
Romania: 534
18 breeds without EE recognition – no titles awarded
Obligation of judges: 35 required + 4 chief judges + 3 grand jury
2 overnight stays covered by organizer, judging over 2 days
Remuneration: €51 per day + €23, total €125 for 2 assignments
Arrival Tuesday; 8:00 p.m. judges’ meeting – no attendance = no accommodation allowance
Rooms must be prepaid by judges
Assignment by section head; room reservation attached
Travel costs: €0.25/km + €0.10 per passenger, carpooling encouraged
No double reimbursement for contact persons
At the judges’ meeting: catalog vouchers, tickets, and badges distributed
International jury: Marian Macko, Lars Drogenbroeck, August Heftberger
EE medals distributed via jury to chief judges
Evaluation of collections via computer program
1 champion per 20 animals; at 40 animals each 1.0 and 0.1
Judges must cover costs for clerks themselves
Over-typification: extreme features – responsibility of Dr. Apperlo (animal welfare officer)
All exhibitors must be informed not to show such animals
Foot rings only with EE marking – others excluded
Further information at the judges’ meeting

End of PR training at 10:49 a.m.
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