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• 1. History of the Advisory Board:

• Founded in 2004
To advise the board on animal welfare and animal health issues. The committee 
is made up of congress participants with outstanding expertise. There will be 
one-time face-to-face meetings during the congress and, if necessary, sporadic 
contact between the meetings.

• A more active format since 2021
With specialists from all over Europe, who do not necessarily have to be active 
in our hobby or at the EE Congress. The meetings take place digitally three to 
five times a year. Desired committee size: 5 to 10 members

• Current composition of the Advisory Board: (Section with the largest
area of expertise)

• President: Dr. Erik Apperlo, Netherlands (rabbit)
• Wim Halsema, Netherlands (pigeons)
• Dr. Andy Verelst, Belgium (chickens)
• Prof. Dr. Gunther Antonissen, Belgium (chickens, birds)
• Doz. Prof. Hristo Lukanov, Bulgaria (chickens)
• MVDr. Peter Supuka, Slovakia (guinea pigs, rabbits)
• Dr. Uwe Bamberger, Germany (chickens, pigeons)
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2. Topics:

- European legislation and regulations 

- Animal diseases

- Excessive breed characteristics and hereditary diseases

- Keeping and care

• European legislation and regulations 
• This is our main point of discussion, as it represents the biggest hurdles to 

practicing our hobby at the European level.
• At both European and national level, the hobby breeder is not defined by law. 

Only pet keeping and commercial animal breeding are regulated by law. Often
we are somewhere in between.

• Our main argument for continuing this hobby is our implementation of 
international agreements on the conservation of genetic diversity (Rio de 
Janeiro Convention 1992).

• Therefore, we must draw attention to our existence and the indispensability 
of our work at all levels.
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• Securing and proving our right to exist:

• Careful and complete studbook keeping
• Participation in national projects for the conservation of breeds and genetics 

(funding often available)
• Possibility to initiate projects at European level:

https://www.animalgeneticresources.net/index.php/animal-genetic-
resources/

• Activities of the Advisory Board to stay informed and raise our voice:
• Participation in the EU Transparency Register
• EFSA stakeholders
• Participating in public consultations and calls from our members to do so
• If possible, face-to-face meetings with officials or politicians

• Topics for discussion:
• Traces: Relaxation of requirements to enable collection and trade
• "End the Cage": For rabbits, this only concerns a ban on wire cages
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• Animal diseases:
We discuss and monitor animal diseases that threaten our species, 
such as:

- Bird flu
- Newcastle disease
- Hemorrhagic rabbit disease
- Bordetella infections in guinea pigs

Excessive breed characteristics and hereditary diseases
• If certain characteristics of an animal affect its well-being, something must be done 

about it.
• Fortunately, it has been one of the tasks of the Standard Commission within the EE for 

many years to take action against this.
• In addition, the Advisory Board has the authority to remove animals from the exhibition 

during EE exhibitions, if necessary. 
• As an advisory board, we advise the standard commissions where necessary.
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• Housing and care

Where necessary, we give advice on the housing and care of the 
animals. This mainly applies to the Europashow, but another example 
where we have exchanged information is the microchipping of guinea 
pigs and rabbits.

Animal Welfare and Animal Health Assessment EE Show Nitra 2025
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Main topics:

• Regulations on the forehand
• Veterinary documents
• Accommodation and care
• Overtyping

Regulations on prior information

• The rules have been submitted in advance by Slovakia and the EU 
with detailed explanations.

• There are still questions about the definitions and interpretation 
of the regulations.

• Feedback to national organisations: What does European law say?
• Unfortunately, we are dependent on the interpretation of the 

competent national or regional authority.
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Veterinary documents
• Acceptance on arrival
• Document control
• Animal health examination

Applying for new certificates
• Health certificate
• TRACES certificat

Accommodation and care
• Accommodation

• Cages Too big and too small
• Insufficient protection (pigeons)
• Bedding sometimes inadequate

• Care
• Handling during the evaluation (rabbits)
• Feeding

• sufficient/too much on arrival
• Not sufficiently refilled during the exhibition 

(cages closed with Ti Rib)
• Quarantine area 

• Difference between injured and sick animals
• Quarantine area per department
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• Excessive typing
• Present in each section
• Is treated differently, but usually not accepted
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• Conclusion:
• All in all, a very successful event. It was a joy for breeders to see so many 

beautiful purebred animals together.
• In terms of animal welfare and animal health, the organization was good, but 

there was room for improvement. The ideas were often good, but the 
implementation could be better.

• The presence of two organizations (exhibition and halls) proved to be an 
obstacle to communication and implementation.

• The results of the advisory board will be incorporated into a recommendation 
that will be made available to future exhibition organizers.



18-5-2026

15

4. Questions/topics/discussions from your
associations?

Thank you for your attention!


